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 GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATIO
S WASHINGTON, D. C. 20405 ]

negatives during the past several months., The nature of these . :
‘ulem'ishes was discussed with agency records officers at a meeting at. - =
~the National Archives, July 17, 1963, jointly sponsored by the National:
- Bureat of Standards and the General Services Administration., In a
"pressv zelease dated September 25, 1963, the Bureau stated;

L ‘Backg'zr'dund_. Blerishes have be'enbd'iscovered on processed microfilm =,

"The chemical and physical naturc of the defcets is being
investigated by Bureau scientists as part of a continuing

- Program of rcsecarch on standards of pcermanence for photo-
~graphic records. This research is of considerable importance
becausc of the extensive use of microfilm for the storage of

- Government records.

"The defegts have gone unnoticed in most practical appli-
cations, {Thousands of rolls of microfilmed Government
records have been inspected by the Photographic Research
Section of NBS during this past year, and a widespread
incidence of defects was noted, | Although, from the prac-
tical point of vicw, no information has been lost, even on
films 30 years old, it is considered important to learn
the nature of toesc defects and, if possible, to prevent
their formation in the future.
. ""The defects * * * occur in several forms., Some are ol oy o
_ _ circular yellowish or reddish spots from one to six thou- : ' ‘
o o TR sandths of an inch in diamecter. Some have concentric light
: ' 5 : and dark rings, Others cause recorded lines or printed
letters to become lighter and broader. Therc are indica-
tions that the incidence of (these) defects depends upon the
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conditions of processing and storage, The remarkable ‘
. absence of such defects in a large collection of micro- ,
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' study of the prou,s s1ng and storage (,ondltions there.

S “Some (of these) defects have been dellberately produced R
"in the’ laboratory by storing films in the presence of small

- amounts of gaseous chemicals. Scientists at the Armed

" Forces Institute of Pathology invest1gated and found no

'ev1dence of a biological cause. (These) defects are also

bemg investlga.ted in resea.rch laboratories in the photo-

graphfc 1ndustry "

R'e'commonded Action Pendmg the discovery of the cause of the
~'blemishes and methods for their prevention, heads of Federal

agencies having processed negative microf:le in thelr custody are
o urg,ed to take the following action:

a, Inspections. Samples from collectlons of negative mlcrofllms
should be inspected promptly. It is especially important that ’
- microfilm copies of vital records consigned to security storage
be inspected. The Bureau of Standards has prepared a ha.ndbooxc
~on the naturc of the blemishes and the methods of detecting

. them. The Bureau publication wili b¢ available on or d}'Out
' February 1, 1964,

: b, Positlve Copies of Negative Microfilm Collcatmns. Since agmg [
blemishes have not been observed on positive mlcrofﬂm, , exist- k
ing collections of negative microfilm of records appraised by the

National Archives as having permanent value should be copied on
positive film as soon as possible, (Questions as to arch.val va.lu‘ e
of records should be referred to the General Serv1ces £ ¢rainis-
tration, Nationa; 4 rchives and Records Service, Offlce i Recoxrd
Appraisal, Washiipgton, D, C, 20408; telephone, Gover:x:ient dial”
code 13-36119, ) Apencies also should conside - positive « spies R

negative microfiim of vital records scheduled for long-

e
indefinite stovage, o
¢. Incorporation of Positive Co; pic . in Current Project Plans, F\lmlng

projects currently in progress . vluwng records with long-tern: or -
o sindefinite retention periods shesid provide fe  ine making of a- -
‘positive copy of the film,  Since positiv. copis - of m1crof11m a.rt,
-apparently free of aging blemisiies, O5A will Cutuinu

i ouse o
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mlcrofxlmmg as a means of publica.tmn of arch.wal mater:.als

Ix tm im Policy on MJCI‘OEJlmlnf’ P«.rmancnt Rccordq. Until further
*————-——"f{ouco, ,Gb/\ will not approve the disposal of rec ords of permanent o

av dlinJ value lmm »d on Hm re tention nf a nu( rnfilru (opy“oﬂf lhe

’ReEorting; The results of the inapection recommended in paragrap'hv
2a, above, should be reported to GSA, GSA Forms 1990 and 1990A, 5
. Report of Microfilm Blemishes and Microfilm Blemithes Inspectlon LI
~ Worksheet, respectively, will be provided for this purpose. The"

data collected will be of inestimable value to the National Burt,gm of ,
Standards and GSA in assessing the extent and na.ture of the blemishes. :

5.: Workshop. GSA has developed a half-day workshop on microfilm

~ " blemish inspection. The session covers blemish recognition, inspece
tion techniques, and reporting procedure. Agency personnel assigned.
to inspection work should attend this workshop before actual sampling
and inspection is started. Reporting forms will be distributed at that . =
time. '

6.  Inqui: rles. Inquirics concerning workshop schedules and requests for
appln,a.uons should be addressed to the Assistant Archivist for Records
B Management, General Services Administration, National Arch:wes and -
i RS ~Records Service, Washington, D, C. 20408, Telephone inquiries s
i should be made to Government dial code 13-21814, Additional supphes
NN .of the GSA forms used for inspection and reporting ma.y also be
“obtained from the office men 'oned above,

~ Acting Administrator

GSA NAGH: DC 64-10037
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